Bilateral transfer deficit in schizophrenia: a trait marker.
Schizophrenic patients who had shown improvement over a 6-week treatment period were tested for their bilateral transfer of skill with a mirror-drawing task. Compared with first degree relatives and normal control subjects, patients showed a significant deficit in bilateral transfer of skills in terms of response accuracy both before and after treatment. These findings indicate that the deficit is an enduring functional loss in schizophrenia.